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hood he never wore, glinted in the sunlight, what little of it re-

mained late that day. “And that fucking family, what a damn 

mess.”

 “The mom’s kind of hot.”

 “Let’s go skate.” And so we rode skateboards, as we’d do 

then, purling off into the snow.

*

From: Miami Vice, Season 1

CROCKETT: [Calling from phonebooth] I need to know 

something, Caroline. The way we used to be together… 

I…I don’t mean lately, but before… It was real, wasn’t it?

CAROLINE: Yeah, it was. You bet it was. Sonny, what’s 

wrong?

CROCKETT: Nothing, Caroline. [Hangs up]

CHRISTIAN GULLETTE

Salt Lake City
We’re not the first married men 

to sneak a kiss

in Temple Square, 

but no one cares.

The Visitor Center model 

of the temple

looks too small

to hold anyone’s pain.

A boy, I built

a dollhouse from a kit.

I wasn’t given any paint 

so it would look

different from my sister’s. 

Two Lego people

sat in that kitchen

in front of a stack of pancakes.

They never knew

what part of their lives 

they were in.

We married

one of the times it 

was legal. 

Today,

I bring him to
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a city that held 

the Olympics.

A city that values 

stamina. A city

that sometimes wants me to 

see inside it,

this 80s Marriott

with its glass elevator.

EUPHRASE KEZILAHABI 

Rosa Mistika 
An excerpt of 
the novel

Among Regina’s children, Rosa Misti-

ka, or Rosa, was the eldest. She was 

on the tall side, full of deference and 

humility. When Rosa went to the spring to 

bathe, she looked over her shoulder before 

undressing. She washed, threw her clothes 

back on, drew water, and headed home in 

such a haste that often she arrived with soap 

still on her. Rosa hated being stared at. If you 

looked her in the eye, she’d bow her head. She 

was fifteen, on the verge of entering second-

ary school.

Translated from Swahili into English by Jay Boss Rubin
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